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1. Summary 

 

1.1 This report requests that the Assembly uses its powers under s.60 (1) of the GLA Act.  

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Assembly agrees to the request of the Environment Committee to use its powers 

under Section 60 (1) of the Greater London Authority Act to request that the Mayor 
responds to the recommendations addressed to him in the Committee’s report, For a rainy 
day – the Mayor’s role in managing London’s flood risk in case of severe rainfall. 

 

 

3. Background 
 
3.1 The Environment Committee at its meeting on 15 July 2010 agreed to carry out a review of rain and 

river flood risk management in London with the following terms of reference: 

1. To look at flooding risk issues in London and make recommendations to direct at the Mayor, 
and also at other responsible agencies, such as the Environment Agency and London boroughs 
for better surface water and river flood risk management; 

2. To note advances in flooding policy and practice following the Committee’s past work, 
particularly in areas where the Committee has made recommendations; and 

3. To address the risks that most often affect the largest numbers of Londoners, and also the 
areas where the GLA as a regional authority has the greatest role.   

 

3.2 The report, For a rainy day – the Mayor’s role in managing London’s flood risk in case of severe 

rainfall is attached as Appendix 1 to this report for Members only.  This document is available on 

the website from the link at: http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-

assembly/investigations/front-line-policing.  
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3.3 The report makes the following recommendations:  

 Recommendation 1: The Mayor should ensure that the Drain London flood risk data are 
available to the public, alongside information about what householders can do if they live in a 
flood risk area.  Ways to make the data available could include the Water and/or Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategies, the London Datastore, the Environment Agency’s existing 
publication of river and coastal flood risk maps and local borough publication. 

 Recommendation 2: The Mayor should extend the applicability of the Green Roofs Fund to 
include other forms of sustainable drainage to support more exemplar projects to stimulate 
commercial interest. 

Where possible, the Mayor should also ensure that the GLA Group estate exemplifies 
sustainable drainage in its own property works. 

 Recommendation 3: The Mayor, in his final Water and/or Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategies and their implementation, should raise awareness of the environmental impacts of 
garden paving and awareness of environmentally sustainable surface materials. 

 Recommendation 4: The Mayor should retain the target to restore 15km of rivers in the final 
version of his Climate Change Adaptation Strategy, and set out a plan for how this can be 
realised. 

 Recommendation 5: The Mayor should join the Assembly in calling for the forthcoming 
Water White Paper to address Thames Water’s need to work directly with households to rectify 
misconnected drains. 

 Recommendation 6: The Mayor should set out, in the final Water and/or Climate Change 
Adaptation Strategies, steps to identify and secure sources of short, medium and long-term 
funding from public, private and third sectors for the delivery of priority flood protection 
projects, including those in the Drain London, London Rivers Action Plan and London Green 
Grid programmes. 

 Recommendation 7: The Mayor should set out, in the final Water and/or Climate Change 
Adaptation Strategies, what steps he can take to support a mechanism to develop partnerships 
to take forward flood risk mitigation works. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 Each time an Assembly committee completes an investigation, relevant proposals are sent to all 

witnesses at whom they are aimed, and responses invited.   The Mayor does not always provide a 

formal response to Committee recommendations and this makes it difficult to establish the impact of 

the Assembly’s work on the Mayor’s policies and decisions.  With this in mind, the Environment 

Committee would like to ask the Assembly to use its powers under s.60 (1) of the GLA Act. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 Under Section 60 (1) of the Greater London Authority Act, the Assembly may submit proposals to 

the Mayor and require a response from him under Section 45(2)(c).   Section 45(2)(c) of the GLA 

Act requires the Mayor to include a response to the proposals submitted under Section 60(1) in his 

written reports to the Assembly. 

 

 



        

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising directly from this report. 
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